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Gala Greetings
Ann Hill
Board President

On behalf of the Board of Director’s, the gala committee and the entire staff of Human First, welcome to tonight’s gala at 
the beautiful Engineers Country Club. The gala is a celebration of our accomplishments and an opportunity to look towards 
the future. We also gather together to toast those who have supported us and witnessed our metamorphosis into the great 
organization that we have become. It is a time to recognize those who have developed, implemented and delivered rich 
programs and services with incredible perseverance and dedication in support of those whom we serve. 

The theme for tonight’s event is “Metamorphosis”! Human First has really experienced that and more in the past year and a 
half.  But your presence symbolizes your faith and confidence in our mission. We are thrilled at the level of support for our
vision and mission at the new and improved Human First.  Your contributions to our cultural fabric are invaluable to our 
organization.  

In the spirit of our celebration, we would like to acknowledge each of you for making this a memorable event. We extend a 
special thanks to our gala sponsors, most especially our gala’s benefactor Trooper Foods. We look forward to celebrating 
tonight with you. Thank you for your support as we continue to grow and provide quality services under the stewardship of 
our parent company Adapt Community Network.



Gala Greetings
Cheryelle Cruickshank
Chief Executive Officer

Greetings and Happy 16th Anniversary to Human First. We are so happy to be celebrating 16 years of quality 
service delivery. On behalf of the over 400 staff and 1500 people we serve we say Thank You for being a 
part of our journey that has brought us here tonight. We not only acknowledge all we have accomplished 
but look forward to all we will accomplish in the future. Our gala theme, “Metamorphosis!”, aptly captures 
not only our maturity over the last 16 years but speaks to our continued growth in the years to come. We 
are grateful to our vendors and sponsors, most especially Trooper Foods for being our gala’s Benefactor 
sponsor.  And we cannot thank enough the invaluable and inspiring dedication of our staff who work 
tirelessly to ensure our individuals and families receive the support they need.  We are glad you are here to 
join in the celebration as you are a part of our past, present, and future.  You are first-hand witnesses to 
Human First’s metamorphosis! Have a great time tonight!



Honoring

Assembly Member David Weprin, 
The Leadership Award

Ron Gold, CEO – Marketing Works PR, 
The Business Leadership Award



Honoring

Donna Limiti, Director Region 4 – OPWDD, 
The Excellence Award

Donna Delia, The Store Manager of 
Home Depot- Deer Park

The Community Leadership Award

























Gala Committee Members



Thank you!
TO OUR SPONSORS & SUPPORTERS!

BENEFACTOR
Trooper Foods

FRIEND
Atlantic, Tomorrow’s Office

Beacon
Community Care RX

Moritt Hock & Hamroff



Thank you!
In-Kind Donations

Ann Hill 
Cheryelle Cruickshank 

Dawn Adams 
Elias Alvarez 

Diamond Brissett
Marie Brown 
Dainya Bruno 
Shauron Buie

Laurel Dawkins 

Davidow, Davidow, Siegel & 
Stern, LLP

Diet Delights 
Sandra Egobar

Moustafa Elshiekh 
Marisol Estrada 

Luisa Eusse-Roche 
Jessica Felice 
Judith Gomez 

Otum Kalu 

Alie Kargbo
Ramneet Kaur 
Tasrina Khan 

Sandra McTavish 
Natalie Medina 
Maira Mendoza 
Frank Pennucci

Jeffrey Perez 

Melanie Quiroz 
Lasana Rayside
Kenya Robinson 
Susan Sabarra

Alexandra Sanchez 
Jason Schneider 
Yuliya Shamailov



Thank you!
In-Kind Donations

Elizabeth Stehle 
Patricia Tajes

Laurin Wai Wong 
Celestine Washington 

Astoria Day Habilitation Staff 
Foster Avenue Habilitation Staff 

Farmingdale Day Habilitation Staff 
Little Neck Day Habilitation Staff 

OPTS Staff 



Thank you!
TO OUR SPONSORS & SUPPORTERS!

Residential Silent Auction Basket
Shauron Buie
Dawn Adams
Judith Gomez

Alie Kargbo
Otum Kalu

Laurin Wai Wong
Diet Delights

Clinical Team Basket
Natalie Medina 

Tasrina Khan
Susan Sabarra
Elias Alvarez 

Ramneet Kaur
Kenya Robinson

Stephanie Spielberger
Diamond Brissett

Date Night Basket
Dr. Nicole Appello
Yuliya Shamailov
Laurel Dawkins
Lasana Rayside
Frank Pennucci

Moustafa Elshiekh
Luisa Eusse- Roche

Sandra Egobar
Elizabeth Stehle



Thank you!
TO OUR SPONSORS & SUPPORTERS!

Residential Silent Auction Basket
Shauron Buie
Dawn Adams
Judith Gomez

Alie Kargbo
Otum Kalu

Laurin Wai Wong
Diet Delights

Clinical Team Basket
Natalie Medina 

Tasrina Khan
Susan Sabarra
Elias Alvarez 

Ramneet Kaur
Kenya Robinson

Stephanie Spielberger
Diamond Brissett

Date Night Basket
Dr. Nicole Appello
Yuliya Shamailov
Laurel Dawkins
Lasana Rayside
Frank Pennucci

Moustafa Elshiekh
Luisa Eusse- Roche

Sandra Egobar
Elizabeth Stehle







































Board of Directors
Ann Hill, Board Chair

Steven Rodriguez
Shawn Bernard

Gary Geresi

Executive Staff
Cheryelle Cruickshank, Chief Executive Officer

Dr. Nicole Appello, Associate Executive of Programs 
Frank Pennucci, Associate Executive of Quality Assurance

Elizabeth Stehle, Director of Administration and Communication

Thank you for your contribution in 
making this day a success!



Senior Staff
Lasana Rayside, Director of Day and Community Services

Luisa Eusse-Roche, Director of Medicaid Service Coordination
Sandra Egabor, Director of Residential Services
Moustafa Elshiekh, Director of Public Relations 
Danielle Tolbert, Human Resources Manager

Yuliya Shamailov, Regional Controller

Thank you for your contribution in 
making this day a success!



Gala Committee Members

Ann Hill, Chair
Barbara Lehrer, Chair
Cheryelle Cruickshank

Dr. Nicole Appello 
Laurel Dawkins

Moustafa Elshiekh
Pietro Setaro

Allison Guzowski
Steve Picarello
Christine Frost

Hossam Maksoud
Yuliya Shamailov

Ron Gold

Thank you for your contribution in 
making this day a success!



Alexander Sanchez
Jessica Felice

Laurel Dawkins
Alisha Birthwright
Moustafa Elshiekh 

Maira Mendoza
Patricia Tajes
Jeffrey Perez

Jason Schneider
Reem Abuelkere

Marketing Works
Alex Coroneos , Videographer 

Vibrant Creative, Invitation Design
Foster Avenue Choir, Performers
Alicia Birthwright, Signature Cake
Pride Center, Table Center Pieces

Mauricio Buendia, Wings, Step and Repeat 
Crossing Midnight, DJ

Olisemaka Photography 
PIP, Printer

Activities Committee

Thank you for your contribution in 
making this day a success!

Vendors
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